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Exxon CEO Profits Huge As
America's Largest Natural Gas
Producer-But Frack In His Own
Backyard And He Sues!
Sometimes, the hypocrisy expressed in real life is so sublimely rich that one could never hope to
construct a similar scenario out of pure imagination.
Meet Rex Tillerson, the CEO of oil and gas superstar ExxonMobil Corporation—the largest natural
gas producer in these United States of America—and a newly emerging giant in the world of
exquisite hypocrisy.
A key and critical function of Mr. Tillerson’s day job is to do all he can to protect and nurture the
process of hydraulic fracturing—aka ‘fracking’—so that his company can continue to rack in billions
via the production and sale of natural gas. Indeed, so committed is Rex to the process of fracking
that he has loudly lashed out at those who criticize and seek to regulate hydraulic fracturing,
suggesting that such efforts are a very bad idea, indeed.
According to Tillerson, “This type of dysfunctional regulation is holding back the American economic
recovery, growth, and global competitiveness.”
Thus, according to Rex Tillerson, nobody should have much of a reason to be disturbed or
concerned when ExxonMobil comes knocking on your door to deliver the news that fracking is about
to become a part of your daily life…unless, or course, you happen to live in Mr. Tillerson’s
neighborhood.
In that case, the rules are, apparently, very, very different.
You see, while Tillerson believes that the inevitable noise pollution that accompanies the fracking
process—not to mention the potential for water contamination and other dangerous side-effects
even when it is done safely (and some would strenuously argue that it is not possible to frack
safely)— is of no real significance when it affects someone else’s neighborhood, he surely thinks it
to be a pretty big deal when someone dares to get involved in fracking in Rex Tillerson’s
neighborhood.
So much is this the case that Tillerson—ExxonMobil CEO and proud proponent of fracking as a key
to both America’s and his company’s great energy future—has joined a lawsuit seeking to shut down
a fracking project near Mr. and Mrs. Tillerson’s Texas ranch.
Why?
Because the water tower being built next to Tillerson’s house that will supply the water to the near-by
fracking site, means the arrival of loud trucks, an ugly tower next door, and the general

unpleasantness that will interfere with the quality of his life and the real estate value of his sizeable
ranch.
Making this all the more entertaining is the content of the lawsuit which, in an attempt to get rid of the
water tower, goes to great effort to lay out the problems experienced by those who are subjected to
the fracking process—problems that Tillerson has always been quick to dismiss when his company
picks a location that is not in his own neighborhood. Of course, none of the concerns set forth in his
lawsuit ever seemed to trouble Mr. Tillerson when these issues were relevant to someone else’s
home and quality of life—particularly if that ‘someone else’ lacked the resources to challenge the
practices in court as Mr. Tillerson has elected to do.
The Wall Street Journal, says it all quite nicely—
“BARTONVILLE, Texas—One evening last November, a tall, white-haired man turned up at a Town
Council meeting to protest construction of a water tower near his home in this wealthy community
outside Dallas.
The man was Rex Tillerson, chairman and chief executive of Exxon Mobil Corp.
He and his neighbors had filed suit to block the tower, saying it is illegal and would create “a noise
nuisance and traffic hazards,” in part because it would provide water for use in hydraulic fracturing.
Fracking, which requires heavy trucks to haul and pump massive amounts of water, unlocks oil and
gas from dense rock and has helped touch off a surge in U.S. energy output.
It also is a core part of Exxon’s business.”
Oops.
Making this even more deliciously enjoyable is the name of the lead plaintiffs in the case.
That would be Mr. and Mrs. Dick Armey…as in former GOP House Majority Leader Dick Armey who
is also the former Chairman of FreedomWorks Dick Armey.
FreedomWorks is, of course, the well financed (thanks to the Koch Brothers) Tea Party organization
that has been been a vocal and avid proponent of fracking.
In reporting on a 2012 legislative hearing in North Carolina to consider fracking in the state, Facing
South noted—
“Other pro-fracking proponents included activists with FreedomWorks, a nonprofit organization
chaired by former U.S. House Majority Leader Dick Armey (R-Texas) that has been heavily involved
in the tea party movement. They repeated a slogan — “Shale YES!” — that was also emblazoned on
their T-shirts and the signs some waved outside the civic center before the hearing.”
If anyone has a better nominee than Rex Tillerson for this month’s Hypocrite Hall of Fame I’d like to
know who it is.
In my mind, Tillerson now stands tall not only as a giant of the natural gas and oil industry but has
managed to scale the loftiest of heights where he shall breathe that rarest of air inhaled only by a
very special breed—corporate giants who will gladly profit from your misfortune and misery so long
as what they peddle to you does not impinge on their own fine quality of life.
Way to go Rex. I’m sure you can expect one hell of a great stock option bonus in your Christmas
stocking this year.

